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but the truth is that at first it was not expressed,
it was not required to be expressed ; nay in primitive
languages it was simply impossible to express it. To
be able to say vir est bonus, instead of vir bonus, is
one of the latest achievements of human speech.

We saw that the early Aryans found it difficult
to speak, that is to think, of anything except as
active. They had the same difficulties to overcome,
when trying to say that a thing simply is or was.
They could only express that idea at first, by saying
that a thing did something which they did them-
selves. Now the most general act of all human
beings was the act of breathing, and thus, where we
say that things are, they said that things breathe.

AS, to breathe.

The root as, which still lives in our he is, is a
very old root: it existed in its abstract sense previous
to the Aryan separation. Nevertheless we know that
as, before it could mean to be, meant to breathe.

The simplest derivation of as, to breathe, was as-u,
in Sanskrit, breath; and from it probably asu-ra,
those who breathe, who live, who are, and at last,
the oldest name for the living gods, the Vedic
Asura1.

1 This Sanskrit asu is the Zend aku, which in the Avesta has the
meanings of conscience and world (see Darmesteter, 'Onnazd et
Ahriman/ p. 47). If ahu in Zend is used also in the sense of lord, it
does not follow that therefore aJhura, in *dhura mazda meant lord, and
was formed by a secondary suffix ra. Zend may have assigned to ahu
two meanings, hreath and lord, as it did in the case of ratu, order and
orderer. But to assign to Sanskrit asura the meaning of lord, because
AJiu in Zend is used in that sense, seems inadmissible.